Just 50 years ago, the American Physical Society embarked on a new adventure. Submissions of high-quality research papers had been growing relentlessly, and physicists continued their postwar productivity with healthy increases in exciting new results. The APS felt that the time was right for a new journal, a publication that would feature short reports of exciting new work and foster interactions among physicists in related fields. In his first editorial at the helm of the brand-new Physical Review Letters ͑PRL͒, Sam Goudsmit wrote that the journal should contain "about 15 papers," and these would only be accepted "if they contain important new discoveries or cover topics of high current interest in rapidly changing fields of research." Goudsmit anticipated that the journal would become very popular with authors, and it did. PRL was a roaring success, and published many of the most important papers in physics.
